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EMERGING MARKETS / TRADE & INDUSTRY

The Industries Facing
Complex Currency Corridors

Currency challenges cut across industries. They are especially visible where
businesses rely on cross-border inventories, specialist equipment, recurring
supplier payments or time-sensitive imports.

Where exposure tends to arise

Logistics operators may require funds for overseas transport and infrastructure charges.
Building-material distributors and cement businesses buy equipment, components or imported inputs.
Telecommunications groups source hardware from international manufacturers, while renewable-energy
projects procure panels, inverters and other equipment across borders.

Not just companies headquartered in Africa

A UK or European exporter selling to a distributor in Angola, a Dubai trading business supplying
Mozambique or an Asian equipment manufacturer servicing African buyers can all face currency and
settlement complexity. The critical factor is the trading corridor and transaction, not only the company’s
registered address.
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THE FREEDOM GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE

A strong emerging-markets review starts with the real trade flow: goods,
counterparties, currencies, timing and documentation.

Turning complexity into a practical plan

Four useful industry lenses

Industrial and construction: imported machinery, components and project milestones.

Food and agriculture: recurring inventory purchases and seasonal payment patterns.

Energy and infrastructure: capital equipment, large procurement values and milestone payments.
Logistics and distribution: frequent payments, multi-country beneficiaries and working capital sensitivity.

Markets to evaluate carefully

Businesses may have legitimate payment requirements involving Angola (AOA), Mozambique (MZN),
Guinea (GNF), Ethiopia (ETB), or the Central and West African CFA franc zones (XAF and XOF). These
represent potential areas for enquiry, not a blanket assertion that every currency, country or payment
route is available.

A practical starting point

Map the supplier and customer countries, currencies, average transaction sizes, payment frequencies
and current points of failure. Freedom Global can use that information to explore suitable specialist
options, subject to all required due diligence, compliance checks and provider approval.

Discuss your emerging-market requirements

If your organisation is managing international trade, currencies or payments across challenging
corridors, Freedom Global can help review your requirements and investigate appropriate provider
options. Visit freedomglobal.io/emerging-markets to make an enquiry.

Important: These articles are general information, not a quotation or assurance of service availability. All opportunities
are subject to jurisdictional restrictions, sanctions screening, due diligence and approval by the relevant provider.
African incorporated entities may require enhanced due diligence. We do not offer services for prohibited jurisdictions or
transactions.

Further reading: Bank for International Settlements, “Payments without borders” and “Next generation correspondent
banking”; bis.org.
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